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obsequies of some officers who had been killed the day before. In the afternoon a grand review of the garrison and the newly arrived troops was held in the square before the Government buildings. When all the regiments had marched past a " pow-wow " among the officers was held, and Izzet Pasha made a patriotic speech.
We heard now for the first time the true account of what had taken place elsewhere in the Yemen, for though we had been the whole time in heliographic communication with Hodeidah, no news had been allowed to leak out, except what was favourable to the Turks. It seemed that the relieving force had encountered much less opposition than was anticipated. There had been a certain amount of fighting round about Menakha and many villages had been destroyed, but the total loss in killed on the way up did not exceed eighty men. Cholera had broken out soon after the first troops arrived, and had followed the army up country. Fifteen men a day were dying at Menakha and a quarantine was to be established at Sook-el-Khamis to prevent, if possible, the disease reaching Sanaa,
The towns of Yerim and Ibb had been captured by the rebels, but the Turkish garrisons were holding out in their forts. At the first named some guns were lost, the town was plundered, and many of the inhabitants were massacred.
I heard later, from a fairly reliable source, that from the outbreak of hostilities up to the relief of Sanaa the Arabs took in all six hundred and twenty Turkish prisoners, twenty-two pieces of artillery, and two machine guns.* Most of these losses took place at the small detached posts scattered throughout the Yemen. The guns and most of the prisoners were at Khania, a place about five days' journey to the north of Sanaa. It seemed likely that they would be removed to Shaharah, the Imam's stronghold, in face of the Turkish advance. The prisoners were being treated with consideration and, but for the incident at Yerim, no outrages had been committed by the rebels.
The post at Senam Pasha had held out to the last.
* I do not guarantee the accuracy of these figures. The number of guns taken may have been less than stated.